
LIFE, INVESTED

Navigating Uncertainty: A Post-College Road Map

May 13, 2024

David Booth
Founder and Chairman

Each graduating college class enters a world filled with uncertainty. From an ever-
changing job market to the unpredictable global economy, the path ahead may seem 
daunting. But here’s the thing: Uncertainty isn’t something to fear. It’s an opportunity to 
grow, to adapt, and to forge your own unique path. As someone who has navigated my 
fair share of uncertainty over the years, I want to offer new graduates some principles 
that have guided me and that I hope can help you thrive in the face of the unknown.

MAXIMIZE WHAT YOU THINK IS VALUABLE ACROSS ALL ELEMENTS OF 
YOUR LIFE

What really matters to you? Your relationships? Your work? Your sense of purpose? The 
answer is probably some mix of all of those and more. But whatever it is, make decisions 
that align with those values. Personal fulfillment is just as meaningful and important as 
professional success, and it’s OK to blaze your own trail. Don’t be afraid to take risks and 
explore unconventional paths. Remember, you’re not just investing in your career—
you’re investing in your life, and what’s important is what’s valuable to you.

MAKE GOOD CHOICES IN THE FACE OF UNCERTAINTY

When it comes to making decisions, it’s easy to get caught up in the noise and the 
opinions of others. At the end of the day, you have to tune out that noise and focus on 
what truly matters to you. Embrace flexibility and be open to new opportunities as they 
arise. And remember, you can’t control everything. Focus your energy on the things you 
can influence and don’t waste time worrying about the rest. Make the best choices you 
can with the information you have and keep moving forward.

You can thrive in a world of uncertainty and create a life that 
is uniquely your own.
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INVEST TIME WISELY

As a new college graduate, one of your most valuable assets is time. Just like with 
financial investments, you want to be smart about where you allocate this precious 
resource. Embrace the power of compounding by consistently investing in yourself and 
your personal growth. Small, daily improvements in your skills, knowledge, and 
relationships can lead to substantial growth over time, much like how a 10% return on a 
financial investment can make it double in seven years. While personal growth may be 
harder to measure than financial returns, the principle remains the same. Focus on 
making the best choices you can with the information you have, prioritize your time and 
energy on the things that matter most to you, and keep moving forward. Don’t dwell on 
the path not taken or the countless what-ifs. Instead, embrace the opportunities that 
uncertainty brings and use them as a chance to learn and grow. Trust that your efforts will 
pay off in the long run, and you’ll be amazed at the wisdom and success you can achieve 
through the compound effect of your personal development efforts.

As you embark on this next chapter of your life, remember that the future is not 
something you can predict. It’s something you create. The world may be filled with 
uncertainty, but that means it’s also filled with incredible potential. Tap into your 
resilience, creativity, and ingenuity to shape a brighter future for yourself and for others. 
Develop a diverse set of skills, be open to nontraditional opportunities, and never stop 
learning. The most successful people are the ones who can pivot when necessary and 
who approach their careers with a growth mindset. You can thrive in a world of 
uncertainty and create a life that is uniquely your own.

I can’t wait to see all you accomplish.
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RISKS
Investments involve risks. The investment return and principal value of an investment 
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suitable for your particular circumstances and, if appropriate, seek professional advice.

Neither Dimensional Hong Kong nor its affiliates shall be responsible or held responsible for any content prepared by financial advisors. 
Financial advisors in Hong Kong shall not actively market the services of Dimensional Hong Kong or its affiliates to the Hong Kong public.
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